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CHAPTER II  

STORY PYRAMID IN TEACHING READING COMPREHENSION  

A. The Nature of Story Pyramid 

1. Definition of Story Pyramid 

Teacher plays an important role to achieve the aim of teaching and 

learning process. It is necessary for the teacher to be more creative in 

teaching the students. Creative means, the teacher have to try some 

strategies in order to make the students become more active in classroom. 

Sometimes teachers use old fashion in teaching process and it makes the 

students become so lazy in studying.  

Thus, reading is one of the important skills that have to be mastered 

by students. But, in reality reading is not an easy thing to be mastered. 

Pang et al (2003: 6) stated that “Reading is a complex activity that 

involves both perception and thought.” Considering the problems are 

faced by the students, the researcher will use a strategy to help students 

overcome their problem in learning process, particularly in reading 

comprehension.  

The use of strategy can help students in learning process, according 

to Tankersley (2003: 90), “Strategies are what we provide to the learner 

to help him organize and make meaning as he is reading.”Likewise, 

McNamara (2009: 34) states that, “Teaching strategies are one of the 

most effective means of helping students to overcome them.” Many ways 

can use to help students in their learning activity; implement the strategy 
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is one of the ways. Based on explanations above, it is clear enough that 

using strategy will help the students to overcome their problem in 

learning process. In this research, the researcher implemented Story 

Pyramid strategy during teaching and learning narrative text.  

Story pyramid is one of learning strategy, and it was used by the 

researcher in this research. According to Puthota cited in Dwilkhaira 

(2014: 3) states that “Story Pyramid is a strategy to ensure that students 

thoroughly comprehend a variety of different aspects of a story by 

closely analyzing the main character, setting, problems, events, and 

solution”. This connotes that story pyramid strategy enables the students 

to comprehend the text easier. 

In the same way, Jonson (2007: 184) state that “Story Pyramid is a 

structured format students use to summarize the most important parts of a 

story.” Further, Dixon (2012: 23) explains that “Using a story pyramid, 

students identify the parts of a story and the structure. Students should be 

able to identify when and how the story begins and when and how they 

know the story ends.” This strategy can help students to brief a story. By 

using this strategy, the students must think about the characters, setting, 

problem in the story, the events of the story and the solution of the 

problem. Jonson explained that this strategy used after the students 

complete their reading activity (2007: 184).  By the definitions state, the 

researcher concludes that story pyramid is a strategy to summarize a 

story and the strategy can be used in reading skill.  
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According to Jonson (2007: 186), line by line in story pyramid is 

about the important part in the text, as follows:  

a. Line 1 – name of main character  

b. Line 2 – two words describing the main character 

c. Line 3 – three words describing the setting 

d. Line 4 – four words stating the problem 

e. Line 5 – five words describing one event 

f. Line 6 – six words describing a second event 

g. Line 7 – seven words describing the third event  

h. Line 8 – eight words stating the solution to the problem  

2. Procedure of Using Story Pyramid 

There are the procedures of using Story Pyramid strategy in teaching 

narrative reading by Wardiningsih, Apriliaswati and Arifin:  

1. Teacher told the students that they are going to discuss about narrative 

text. 

2. Teacher explained how to use story pyramid and give a model to the 

students. 

3. Teacher delivered a story and a story pyramid worksheet to the 

students. 

4. Teacher asked the students to read the story carefully. 

5. The students read the story carefully. 

6. The students read the information requested in the worksheet. 
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7. The student began fill in the story pyramid. First line, the students 

write the name of main character of the story. 

8. Second line, the students wrote two words describing main character. 

9. Third line, the students wrote three words describing the setting. 

10. Fourth line, the students wrote four words stating the problem. 

11. Fifth line, the students wrote five words describing one event. 

12. Sixth line, the students wrote six words describing a second event. 

13. Seventh line, the students wrote seven words describing third event. 

14. Eight line, the students wrote stating the solution to the problem. 

15. After finished fill in the story pyramid, they collected it. 

16. Teacher and students discussed difficult words in the story. 

By the steps above, the researcher arranged the procedures of using 

the strategy in the class. The followings are the elaboration of the 

procedures that were used in this study:  

1. The teacher tells the students that they are going to discuss about 

narrative text.  

2. The teacher gives students the a model of story pyramid that have 

provide and explain how to use story pyramid and tell them what is 

story pyramid about.  

3. Third, the teacher gives narrative text and story pyramid worksheet 

to the students, and asks them to read the story. 
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4. The next step, to measure students’ understanding in narrative text, 

teacher give a test in multiple choice forms to students and ask the 

students to answer the questions.  

3. Advantages and Disadvantages of Story Pyramid  

Every teaching strategy has advantages and disadvantages, and it is 

also appear in this strategy. Since the goal of this strategy is to help 

students pinpoint the highlights of a story and describe the important 

parts using a limited number of words (Macon et al cited in Dwilkhaira, 

2014: 3), the researcher concludes that these are some advantages by 

using this strategy:  

1. Help students to brief a story 

2. Help students to find out the important parts in a story 

3. This strategy help students to pinpoint the story by use limited 

number of words and it make them easier to comprehend the story.  

4. Story pyramids force students to read an assigned story, comprehend 

the story enough to formulate key words for each line, and also to 

use critical thinking to be succinct and concise while still getting 

their point across.  

Besides the advantages as stated above, this strategy was also had 

some disadvantages, they are: 

1. Stated in the previous page, line by line in story pyramid describe the 

important parts in a story. In line 5, 6, and 7, the students have to 

describe the same parts; event. It means that the students have to find 






