
 

iii 
 

ABSTRACT 

Tordianto (2015) An Analysis of Students’ Difficulties in Reading Comprehension: 

The Case of The Second Grade Students of SMP Negeri 1 Selakau 

Timur in Academic year 2014/2015. 

This research was aimed to find out students’ difficulties in reading 

comprehension faced by the second grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Selakau Timur in 

academic year of 2014/2015. This research was intended to give information to the 

teachers related to the students’ difficulties in learning reading comprehension.  

Hopefully, when teacher has already known the areas of the students’ difficulties in 

learning reading comprehension they will be easier to solve the problem that faced by the 

students.  

This research is a descriptive study. The researcher used purposive sampling to 

choose the sample. The sample was 24 students from VIII B class in the academic year of 

2014/2015. The research applied two different tools to collect the data. There were open-

ended questionnaire and semi structured  interview which were analyzed by qualitative 

ways. The 24 students who were the sample in this research were asked to answer all the 

8 items in the questionnaire. The researcher interviewed the English teacher to get more 

data. The collected data were analyzed by steps proposed by Miles and Huberman (1994). 

Based on the finding, it was found that students faced difficulties in learning 

reading comprehension. Therefore, by seeing the result of this research, the researcher 

recommended that students have to learn more about element in reading comprehension. 

Futhermore, the teacher should apply the appropriate teaching strategy in delivering the 

material about reading comprehension especially vocabulary, main idea, topic sentence, 

and supporting detaild in order to make the students easier in understanding learning 

reading comprehension. 
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